
Deborah Rothing-Hillestad
February 8, 1953 - January 19, 2012

Deborah Marie Rothing-Hillestad (58) of Woodruff, WI went to a pain free
place on Thursday, January 19, 2012 surrounded by her loved ones and
devoted Seasons of Life Hospice staff. She was born February 8, 1953 in
Ashland, WI to Elman and Bettie Parent. Her father Elman preceded her in
death in 1980. Deb had a long career bartending at many establishments in
Stevens Point and the Northwoods. She prided herself on being the "best
dressed bartender" and always greeted everyone with an inviting warm
welcome smile. Her sense of humor is reflected by the book she always
wanted to write entitled "37 Years Behind Bars," but never got around to it
before her lengthy illness. When not working, she loved to travel to her
favorite spots sunning on the beaches in Florida, the Carribean, various
Mexican cities and Cannes, France. Closer to home, she adored boating trips
with good friends on the Minocqua chain and cruising through the Apostle
Islands. Her hobbies included gardening, particularly flowers of all kinds,
decorating especially at Christmas and she was a fabulous baker - famous for
her amazing pistachio torte! Deb is survived by her significant other of over 17
years, Dan Hillestad and her beloved furry felines Willie, Mandy and Maggie
Mae who will miss her very much! She also leaves her loving mother Bettie
Parent, sister Cheri (Dave) Bruch, brother Mick (Jen) Parent, and special
nephews Josh Carrington, Kurt and Zach Melby and grand-nephew Joshua
Michael Carrington. She is also survived by her second family, the Hillestad's. 
Visitation will be held on Monday, January 23rd at Bolger Funeral Home-



Minocqua Chapel from 5:00 to 7:00 PM Funeral Mass will be held at the Holy
Family Catholic Church in Woodruff on Tuesday, January 24th at 2:00 PM with
a visitation from 1:00 to 2:00 PM at the church. 

Deb's favorite song was Spirit in the Sky by Norman Greenbaum – "Oh set me
up with the spirit in the sky, that's where I'm gonna go when I die, when I die
and they lay me to rest, I'm gonna go to the place that's the best." The family
requests in lieu of flowers, donations in Deb's name be made to either:
Humane Society of Vilas County, PO Box 904 Eagle River, WI 54521,
VilasHumane.org or 715-479-9777 or Northwoods Wildlife Center 8683
Blumenstein Road Minocqua, WI 54548, northwoodswildlifecenter.org or 715-
356-7400
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Marjorie Hmielewski - March 22, 2013 at 11:53 AM

To the family of Deborah, You have our deepest sympathy at this
time of your loss. Our thoughts & prayers are with you. 

 Love & Hugs from, Joanne, Delores, Kathi, Marge L. & Marge H.
"Betti's fellow Ceramic Girls"

Kathy Carey - March 22, 2013 at 11:53 AM

With heart felt sadness, my thoughts and prayers go out to Dan and
Deb's family. Though we haven't seen each other in years, I will
never forget her friendship and her gigantic kind heart. kathy carey

Muffy - March 22, 2013 at 11:53 AM

There are no words to express how terrible I feel. Many prayers and
my love go out to the Parent family and Dan.



TW

SB

Timothy Wolf - March 22, 2013 at 11:53 AM

Dan and family, 
  

Please accept our sincerest condolences and prayers from afar as
you maneuver these difficult times. 
 
Every one of us leaves a message in our heart and some form of
footprint in our soul. Some are distinct and others tend to walk
softly. Deb will be remembered with the love of distinction and the
gentleness of royalty. 
 
Memories... We'll always remember the clam chowder couch when
as a parent I wished I could have hid underneath same. Never a
negative word was said when I thought for sure it was due. 

  
...boating the waves, smile so wide that it couldn't ever be hidden
behind those sunglasses. Those times will linger in mind
accompanying a reciprocating grin regardless of the backdrop and
cloudscape as wooded north or desert sky. 

  
Thank you Dan for finding and sharing your happiness in Deb.
Thank you Deb for making the world a better and happier place.

Susan Bogard - March 22, 2013 at 11:53 AM

I just found out today that Deb passed away. I have so many fond
memories of her when we worked together at Blink Bonnie more
than 20 years ago. We used to have potluck get-togethers with the
other girls from Blink and had alot of fun. She will be missed by so
many of us. May she rest in peace.
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gerri ann(pluteau) leafe - January 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

How I would describe Deb. Peaceful, loving, carefree, generous and
a truly kind spirit. 

 my deepest sympathies to her family and especially to her sister my
dear friend Cheri Parent-Bruch.


