Daniel C. Johnson
September 15, 1937 - July 15, 2018

Daniel C. Johnson, Woodruff, passed away on Sunday, July 15, 2018. A former long time
resident of Tomahawk, he was 80 years old. Born in Hurley, WI, in 1937 to William C. and
Rita (DeRosso) Johnson, he graduated from the J.E. Murphy HS, in Hurley, WI. A veteran
of the US Navy, in addition to other assignments, he served aboard the destroyer USS
Harlan R. Dickson during the Suez Crisis of 1956, where his ship assisted in the
evacuation of American citizens from Haifa, Israel, as the Israelis and Egyptians fought for
control of the canal. He was a long time member of the Minocqua American Legion, Post
89. Upon honorable discharge from military service, he enrolled at the UW Superior.
Graduating with a Bachelor’s Degree in education in 1961, he began his work career at
the Ondossagon High School, Ashland, WI, teaching English and Spanish. Relocating to
Tomahawk in 1964, he was employed at the high school teaching Spanish and coaching
various sports including football, wrestling and baseball. A highly successful baseball
coach, in addition to winning numerous conference championships, on two occasions his
teams lost their only game of the season at the state quarter-finals. Upon completion of
his Master’s Degree in guidance and school administration in 1968, he became the
guidance counselor at the Tomahawk Junior HS, serving as their first counselor.
Reassigned to the position of high school guidance director in 1973, he served 18 years
as an administrator and guidance counselor for the Tomahawk HS retiring in 1991. Upon
retirement from the school district, Dan began a second work career as a field supervisor
for the US Department of Labor managing the “Green Thumb” senior work program in
Northeastern WI. Assigned the task of assisting elderly citizens in their efforts to find
meaningful employment, in 1993, he received special recognition on a national level for
exceptional achievement in job placement of needy elderly Americans. Retiring from the
work force in 1995, he and wife Loretta traveled throughout much of the world. A visit to
‘Machu Picchu’ in Peru, and a journey down the Amazon River in Brazil, were two of his
fondly recalled special ventures. A long time member of the Bradley Township governing
board in Lincoln County, he devoted much of his efforts as a board member to the
development of various community projects including the planning and development of
Theisen Park in Heafford Junction. He also served as a volunteer little league baseball
coach for many years. Additionally, he was an active member of many local and state civic

and academic organizations, most often serving in a leadership role. A carpenter and all
around handyman, Dan took special delight in doing it for himself. During retirement, he
and Loretta resided for many years in their self-built home in Harshaw, on the shores of
Heiress Lake, where “Papa” experienced the love and special joy of spoiling his grandkids
during frequent family outings. For many years during retirement, he and Loretta made
their winter home at a senior resort in Pharr, Texas, in the Rio Grande Valley. A long time
“Winter Texan”, in addition to square dancing, frequent golf outings and lengthy sessions
playing billiards, he also served as a volunteer teacher, teaching Spanish and memoir
writing to other senior retirees. A lifelong resident of northern Wisconsin, he took special
satisfaction in living in the north woods. In addition to hunting and fishing, he especially
enjoyed kayaking the many tranquil, pristine waters of Vilas and Oneida counties. A
cancer survivor, confronted with persistent health issues, he and Loretta gave up their
home in Harshaw and relocated to Woodruff in 2015. In addition to Loretta, his wife, best
friend and traveling companion for 60 years, he is survived by two children, Keith (Linda)
Johnson of Tomahawk, and Katherine (Michael) Larsen, of New Bern, North Carolina. He
is further survived by a sister, Sandra, and husband, Terry Tadyzck, of Milwaukee; a sisterin-law, Joan Johnson of New Mexico and brothers-in-law, Ervin Kaste of Big Flats, WI and
Richard Daul of Simi-Valley, CA. Other survivors include 7 grandchildren and 4 great
grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his parents; brother, Kenneth Johnson and
sister, Audrey Kaste. In accordance with Dan’s wishes, cremation will take place. A private
family memorial will be held at a later date.

Comments

“

I am so sad to lose my Uncle Danny. He was a great man and mentor to so many
people especially me. Danny you touched so many lives and gave so many a
purpose, You will always be my hero. Aunt Loretta. Cathy. Keith, Love all of you and I
am so sorry you lost such a great man.

Julie Ann Newton - August 12, 2018 at 04:49 PM

“

Mr. Johnson, or “Bueno” as we called him (with much respect) was a teacher at
Tomahawk where I attended school in the 60’s and was one of the kindest and most
decent teachers I ever encountered in my most formative years. He always had a
smile and kind word for us and held us accountable when we acted up. I am so sorry
for his passing and want to express my sincere condolences to his family.
Mike Theiler. Class of 66

mike theiler - July 29, 2018 at 08:33 AM

“

Mr. Johnson was my favorite teacher in high school. I had him for two years of
Spanish and have fond memories of him. Please accept my sincere condolences on
your loss. He was a lovely man.

Cynthia Norton - July 27, 2018 at 07:37 AM

“

Hi Loretta...so sorry to hear of Dan’s passing. Want you to know you are in our
thoughts and prayers....Our sincere sympathy. Dick and Nancy Lietz

nancy lietz - July 25, 2018 at 07:38 PM

“

We are sorry to hear about his passing. We understand our thoughts and prayers are
with you.
Marge Pullman and Darrell McCabe

Margaret A Pullman - July 24, 2018 at 03:16 PM

“

Loretta & Family. Thoughts, Prayers and Memories. Dan was a long time friend
dating back to high school. He was always there at our class reunions and
impromptu get togethers I will miss him. Rest in peace Dan. God Bless.
Rudy Beres

Rudy Beres - July 24, 2018 at 02:47 PM

“

I was saddened to hear about Dan's death. He was a friend and mentor for me while
teaching at Tomahawk High School. For several years we shared the same
classroom. I learned more about teaching from Dan than any college professor.
My thoughts and prayers are with you.
Rich Steuernagel

RICHARD STEUERNAGEL - July 22, 2018 at 07:11 PM

“

Dan was a very good friend for a long long time and I will miss him.
My condolences to Loretta and Family.
Jerry Nevala

Gerald D Nevala - July 20, 2018 at 08:51 AM

“

Condolences Loretta and family, sorry to hear of Dan passing. Reading the obituary
you two shared many memorable years. God bless you and the family.
Deacon Dave and Ginny Bablick

Deacon Dave and Ginny Bablick - July 20, 2018 at 08:10 AM

“

Mr. Johnson was my counselor in Junior high and helped me through some difficult
times in my life. I will never forget his gentle kind words he spoke. I am so sorry for
your loss, he was a great man.

Char Andreachi (Varga) - July 20, 2018 at 07:38 AM

“

Very sorry to hear this and my thoughts and prayers go to his family and Keith. Mr
Johnson took me and Keith up to Arrow Lake fishing in Canada. It was a great trip.
Keith and I were in a canoe and he was in a boat and when we asked if had any
luck, he said a little, then reached down and heaved up a giant Lake Trout. Cooked
on the fire that night. A great memory and he was a great guy. Carl Maki

Carl - July 18, 2018 at 04:36 PM

“

mr Johnson was a good person I had him in school as a friend and a counsilor at the
tomahawk high school he will me miss he was a great guy
donna beiler (zeitelhack) class of 1984

donna beiler (zeitelhack) - July 18, 2018 at 01:28 PM

